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Alarm Requirements for 

Existing Apartments and 

Condominiums  
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ÅSingle Station Smoke Detectors 

ÅCarbon Monoxide Detectors 

ÅFire Alarm System 

 

Agenda 



Single Station Smoke Detectors 

Already required: 

ÅEach bedroom/sleeping room 

ÅAreas providing access to bedrooms/sleeping rooms 

ÅAll levels of the unit 

 

Note:  There are areas where detectors should not be 

installedé.check installation instructions. 

 

ÅBattery power ok if no construction involved 

ÅNo permit is required to install battery operated detectors 

ÅTenant is required to maintain detectors 

 

 



Example 

only, check 

your  

installation 

instructions 



Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Required 1/1/2013: 

ÅAreas providing access to bedrooms/sleeping rooms 

ÅAll levels of the unit 

 

Note:  There are areas where detectors should not be 

installedé.check installation instructions. 

 

ÅCombination smoke/CO detectors are acceptable 

ÅBattery power or plug in ok if no construction involved 

ÅNo permit needed to install battery or plug in detectors 

ÅTenant is required to maintain detectors 

 





Fire Alarm Systems 

Required since 7/1/2004 for certain 

buildings: 

ÅMore than 3 stories in height or 

ÅMore than 16 units 

 

 

 



Determining the # of Stories 

Reference point 

h1 Ò 6 ft for 50% Ą  Basement 

h2 < 12 ft Ą  Basement 

h3 = 100 ï Average Grade Plane 

(30)(92)(2) + (30)(95)(2) + (60)(96) + (60)(90) 

= 22380 

Average Grade Plane = 22380/240 = 93.3 

h3 = 100 ï 93.3 = 6.7ô > 6ô Ą Story  



There are some exceptions: 

The building already has an existing, 

previously approved fire alarm system. 



Exception #1 

Each unit has its own independent exit and 

is separated from other units by fire barriers 

 

 

 



Exception #2 

ÅBuilding is equipped throughout with fire 

sprinkler system and is equipped with a 

local alarm to notify all occupants 



Exception #3 

ÅBuilding is equipped throughout with a fire 

sprinkler system and has no interior 

corridors  



 Why? 

ÅThis retroactive requirement is one of many in the fire 

code for existing buildings intended to provide a 

minimum degree of fire and life safety to persons 

occupying them 

ÅBuildings targeted by this requirement comprise the 

oldest housing stock in Bellevue affording the residents 

with the least level of fire safety 

Å If there is a fire in these buildings, there is no timely way 

to notify all of the occupants putting everyone in the 

building at substantial risk 



U.S. 

Apartment 

Fires:  

1980 - 

2009 


